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ÅReason to start a National PRRS eradication

ÅOrganisation and participants

ÅThe strategy for eradication

Å Indispensable digital tools

ÅStatus on PRRS in Denmark
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Why fight PRRS at the national level?

Reduced mortality

Lower AB 
consumption

Improved 
production
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PRRS control = Safer pig production

Controlling and reducing the incidence of PRRSV in Denmark

Å Fewer economic fluctuations for sow herds in particular

Å Lower the risk of PRRSV recombininationinto new more virulent variants

Å Reduced use of MLV vaccines 

Å Reduced risk of recombination of vaccine strains - Danish case in 2019

ÅArea control and eradication initiatives are necessary 



Excellent conditions for control programs

ÅNo national import of live pigs

ÅA breeding nucleus free of PRRSV

ÅA field-tested health control system ̎the SPF system

ÅGood data systems (Health, Trade, Geographical position of herds)

ÅGeography with limited air borne transmission from neighbouring countries

ÅExtensive knowledge of PRRSV control and eradication among the pig veterinarians

We know 
where the pigs are, 
their health status, 

and the trading 
patterns



The Danish SPF system 

Established in 1968 by the pig industry

Specific Pathogen Free
8 infectious swine diseases
Including PRRS type 1 and type 2

Serological surveillance and reporting of clinical signs

SPF herds must follow biosecurity rules incl. transport 
by SPF authorized vehicles

Full transparency



Participants and organisation

Danish Agriculture & Food Council



Text slide with bulleted

Use the ' Increase / Decrease indentation ' 

to switch between the different text levels

Participants

PRRS Plan developed as collaboration between 

Pig farmers: The Danish Agriculture & Food Council

Veterinarians: The Danish Veterinary Association

Authorities:  Danish Veterinary and Food Administration

Processors: Association af Swine slaugtherhouses



Finances

Pig Levy Fund Danish Agriculture & Food Council: Salaries, regional coordinators and 

administrators, IT and digitalisation

Partners at SEGES Innovation and University of Copenhagen

Public fees Authorities/SPF Sund: PRRS-database, declarations

                 Authorities: Control
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Antibody declaration

Mandatory reporting

Clinical declaration

Price differentiation

Virus declaration



PRRS-declaration

PRRS-antibody-positive PRRS-antibody-negative

Can deliver pigs for 
slaughter without further 

measures

Every month  
The herd veterinarian 

signs a clinical 
declaration

Blood samples once per yearAntibody declaration  
Mandatory for herds with more than 
10 sows or more than 100 pigs in total

Clinical declaration  
Mandatory for finishing herds 
NOT declared antibody-negative



PRRS-declaration  from July  2025

PRRS-antibody-positive PRRS-antibody-negative

Can deliver pigs for 
slaughter without further 

measures

Every month  
The herd veterinarian 

signs a clinical 
declaration

Blood samples once per yearAntibody declaration  
Mandatory for herds with more than 
10 sows or more than 100 pigs in total

Clinical declaration  
Mandatory for finishing herds 
NOT declared antibody-negative

Virus declaration  
Mandatory for finishing herds if 
declared antibody-positive

Once per year
Sampling for PRRS-PCR

Price diffentiation for slaughter pigs
Main incentive



Project organisation

Steering Group

Representatives for 
parties behind the plan

Working Group

Appointed by the steering 
group

Stakeholder Group

Pharmaceutical industry, pig 
transporters etc.

Project Group 
Innovation

SEGES/DK Agr&Food Council

CPH University-EPI CPH University-VIR

Project Group 
Regional effort

DK Agriculture & Food Council



The eradication  plan

Danish Agriculture & Food Councilc
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Regional eradication  programs 

The selection of regions has 
been driven by local initiative

Includes 90% of the Danish pig 
production

Local leadership
Partnership - Consultant & Vet 

January 2024 January 2025



Organisation

National level Regional level District  level

Pig advisory consultants
Veterinary 

practitioners

The Danish Agriculture & 
Food Council



1. Push PRRS out of low prevalent regions

Å Eastern part of Denmark

2. Establish PRRS eradication programs in 
high prevalent regions

Å Appointments with local PRRS leaders
Å Financial model supported by the Pig Levy Fund 

Stategy  for the National PRRS reduction



Recommendations  for PRRS control

Based on the AASV principles

VLCH method
VMLV vaccines
VInternal biosecurity ̎ McRebel
VIncludes serology and PCR analyses
VCarried out on a regional level

SPF Status PRRS Category

Unknown Unknown

Positive
Category 1

Category 2

Under eradication Category 3

Negative Category 4



Phases in regional eradication  programs

Phases
1. Gain overview of the PRRS situation

2. Reduce PRRSV in the region

3. Stabilization of sow herds (Categori II)

4. Negative weaner flows

5. Emptying of seropositive finisher barns

6. Negative sow herds (Categori IV)

7. Region declared free of PRRSV





Common professional approach



Advisors must speak the same language



Instructions  for farmers



Digital tools

Danish Agriculture & Food Council
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o Daily update

o Actual CHR data + health status

o Accessible with AgroID for people working with pigs

o Access for vets and consultants via AgroID from July 2022

o Important tool for overview in area eliminations

o Continuous development of new features
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Map  with trade patterns
o Trade information from the pig movement database



Online GIS model for local  spread

Herd A

Herd B

Herd C

Herd D

The model 
estimates risk 
of infection 
based on 

neighbours 
and common 
wind direction



Maps with limited  access



Specific  tool  for local  administrators and vets

Developed by LandIT for Boehringer Ingelheim
Taken over by the Danish Agricultural and Food Council  

ÅPRRS-OVERBLIK.dk is a digital tool used by vets from different practices for sharing 
PRRS status and coordinate their efforts for regional elimination of PRRS

ÅAll vets connected to an elimination region has access to information about herd status 
in 4 categories (Modified AASV definitions)

ÅIncludes digital guides for elimination: Prepararion of herd, Load-Close-Homogenize, 
recommended vaccination schedule and laboratory tests

ÅGeografical overview over herds in the region



Detailed  information shared  within  regions

Online tool shows actual 
status for each herd

Individual herd status 
mapped per region

Monthly overview from 
regional administrator



Status on PRRS eradication  in Denmark

Danish Agriculture & Food Council 


